Questionnaire on Weaning

The first litter of Egyptian Mau kittens in the UK was born in quarantine – not an ideal start in life.  Two died.  As soon as they could be weaned, the survivors, a smoke boy, a smoke girl and four silver girls, were moved to Cambridge. Despite our vet’s gloomy prophesies, in the end all these survivors lived and thrived. We had problems, though; they were ravenously hungry, gobbled every thing we gave them, were copiously sick and had diarrhoea. Probably we overfed them but it is very difficult to resist kittens when they are literally screaming for food.

We also had some problems with later litters born at home – though nothing like as bad as with the first six.  After a good deal of trial and error we have found that a dry diet of special kitten biscuits works best for weaning. Talking to friends and breeders it emerged that they use a wide variety of foods – from baby cereal (designed for human babies) to scrambled eggs. We would like to hear your experiences and what you find works best. We hope to publish the anonymised results in the Mau Club Newsletter.

1. At what age do you start to give your kittens solid food?

2. If you vary the age, what decides when you start to wean?

3. Have you ever had problems with upset tummies in the period after weaning?

4. What age did the problem appear?

5. Do you remember if you did anything differently when you had the problem?

6. If you experienced a problem with a litter, how large was the litter?

7. What is the first solid food that you give to your kittens?

8. Do you mix in cow’s milk with the solid food?

9. Do you mix in cat milk substitute like Simicat?

10. On how many litters is your information based?

11. After weaning at what age do you introduce other foods?

Please return your reply to me at The Old Rectory, Rectory Street, Halesworth, IP19 8BL or send it as an attachment to ppgb@cam.ac.uk.
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